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January 2012



Sal FirstName LastName
Company
Address
City, State, Zip

Re:	Request for Sponsorship Support
Juneteenth 2012

Dear Sal LastName:

Syracuse is proud to be home of one of the largest Juneteenth festivals in the country, attracting over 28,000 attendees in 2011.  Celebrating in Jubilee Park and Clinton Square, the Syracuse Juneteenth Festival has expanded to a four-day event.

During the Juneteenth Festival, we acknowledge the African American Spirit and pay tribute to the roles and contributions, which have enriched our society.  Juneteenth is also a day of reflection, a day of renewal, a pride-filled day.  It is a moment in time taken to appreciate the African American experience.  It is inclusive of all races, ethnicities and nationalities - as nothing is more comforting than the hand of a friend.

Juneteenth is a day that we commit to each other the needed support as family, friends and co-workers.  On Juneteenth, we bring together young and old to listen, to learn and to refresh the drive to achieve.  It is also a moment in time to appreciate the African American experience.

Private and corporate sponsors, grants, in-kind services, and vendor fees underwrite the Juneteenth festival.  We continually seek and embrace partners with the business, educational, and health care communities.  The Juneteenth Festival provides an incredibly valuable opportunity to communicate your message and support to a large, loyal, and passionate audience.

Your support would enable the festival to continue its mission.  If you have any questions, you may contact me at contact@syracusejuneteenth.org or 315-475-9693.

Thank you for your consideration and your continued support.

Sincerely,
Juneteenth Festival, Inc.
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Mr. Duane Owens
Board of Directors, President

Attachment:  2012 Juneteenth Festival Sponsorship Program

2012 Juneteenth Festival Sponsorship Program

Festival Summary
Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration of the ending of slavery. On June 19, 1865, two and a half years after President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, the slaves in Texas heard they were free. Many began to celebrate “Juneteenth” as a way to honor    African-American history and culture.

2011 Festival Highlights
· Ancestral Dinner Celebration keynote address by Dr. Tara Ross
· Youth and Family Day attendance record (3,500)
· 3rd Annual The Winston Gaskin Community Walk for Wellness
· 3rd Annual Dr. Henry A. Washington Health Pavilion
· Crawford Main Stage
· Juneteenth Freedom Parade featuring Approaching Storm Marching Band from NYC

Event Logistics and Demographics

	2012 Key elements:
Ancestral Dinner Celebration
Dr. Henry Washington Health Pavilion
Walk of Wellness by 100 Black Men
Sankofa Square
Gospel, Youth, & Family Day
Wegmans Family Fun Zone for kids
Freedom Parade
Historical Vignettes/Moments in Black History
Crawford Main Stage

Attendance:
2011               14,000
2010               15,000
2009		28,000
2008		26,300
2007		20,000
2006		30,000
2005		22,000
Demographics:	
Age		5-12			(20%)
Age		Teen			(40%)
Age		Adult			(40%)
Gender	Male/Female		(50/50%)
Locations:
· Fun, Food, Family Friday Day (June 16, 2012)
· Jubilee Park (June 15, 2012)
· Juneteenth Parade (June 16, 2012)
· Clinton Square (June 16, 2012)
· Ancestral Dinner (June 14, 2012)
	

2010 Major Sponsors:
1199 SEIU
Anheuser Busch
Beacon Federal
Board Member-Juneteenth
CNY Community Foundation
Crawford Enterprises
Crouse Irving Hospital
Green & Reid Attorney at Law
KeyBank
Loretto
M&T Charitable Foundation
National Grid Foundation
Price Chopper
Say Yes to Education
Syracuse Community Health Center
Syracuse University Office of the Chancellor
Time Warner Cable
Upstate University Hospital
UAD R&B Band
Wegmans



2011 Juneteenth Festival Budget

100% of this festival is underwritten through sponsorships, grants, and vendor fees. Past underwriting contributions range from $20 - $20,000 with the majority of the support coming from local businesses. 

	Income
	Amount

	Presenting Sponsorship ($50,000 to $75,000 Level)
	$50,000

	Community Sponsorships ($5,000 to $10,000 Level)
	$30,000

	Cultural Sponsorships ($1,000 to $5,000 Level)
	$15,000

	Donations
	$10,000

	Vendors
	$10,000

	Corporate Exhibitor Vendors
	$10,000

	Human Services Vendors
	$5,000

	On-site Income
	$5,000

	Total  Income
	$135,000

	
	

	Expenses
	Amount

	Administration and Production Fees
	$20,000

	Infrastructure (tents, stages, sound. EMT Services)
	$45,000

	Ancestral Recognition Dinner
	$5,000

	Gospel Youth & Family Day
	$15,000

	Freedom Parade
	$5,000

	Main Stage (Artists)
	$25,000

	Sankofa Cultural Square
	$10,000

	Fun Zone
	$5,000

	Security
	$5,000

	Total Expense
	$135,000



Collaboration Efforts
The Juneteenth Festival is a collaboration of efforts from numerous organizations serving the African American community. Partnerships for the 2009 festival included but not limited to:
· 100 Black Men
· City Parks & Recreation, Youth Division
· Black Nurses Association
· Hillside Family of Agencies
· Onondaga Historical Association
· Dunbar Association
· Southwest Community Center
· City of Syracuse
· Upstate Medical University

The rich history and culture of African American in Syracuse is reflected in the Juneteenth festival. Through celebration and sharing of Syracuse’s African American history and culture with the Central New York community, we continue to build a unified community promoting understanding of our diverse cultures.


The festival has a public relations plan that includes:
· Targeted story ideas for specific cultural elements and unique people involved with the festival,
· All press releases will recognize Major Sponsors,
· Opportunity for Major Sponsors spokesperson to provide a quote for key press releases,
· Opportunity for Major Sponsors spokesperson to speak at the Flag Raising/Press Conference on June 14, 2012
· Opportunity for Major Sponsors spokesperson to speak at Clinton Square Celebration on June 16, 2011,
· The Major Sponsors banners will be highly visible at the event, and therefore, should be predominant in any news coverage.


Community Role of the Juneteenth Festival
The primary role of the festival is to create diversity awareness and share African American history and culture with the local community. Syracuse and Central New York have a rich history in the Abolitionist and Civil Rights Movements and many of the cultural elements, as described in the first section, allow the community to learn and share in the African American experience from a local perspective.

Syracuse is a diverse community, each ethnic festival that is put on for the community increases the awareness, and respect individuals have for the history and culture of ethnic groups.  African-Americans have played an important role in our country’s development as well as locally in Syracuse.

Juneteenth is an opportunity to share with the Greater Syracuse community the history and culture of our African-American community.  Music, history, the performing and visual arts, and ethnic foods are elements incorporated into the Juneteenth celebration.  Activities are offered for all members of the family: children, teens, and adults.

Syracuse hosted its first Juneteenth celebration in 1988 with 50 people. The festival now attracts over 28,000 attendees from Central New York. Highlighting African-American history and culture continues to be the main emphasis of this celebration. Elements include:
· Ancestral Celebration recognizing those who have made a significant contribution to their community
· Each year the Freedom Parade has a theme where participants are encouraged to reenact historical figures and moments in African American history. Other community groups perform music, dance, and step representative of from many communities
· The Winston Gaskin Community Walk for Wellness
· Dr. Henry A. Washington Health Pavilion
· The Harambe Cultural Square features numerous cultural activities including;
· Wegmans Fun Zone with numerous children’s activities
· The Cultural Stage with cultural performances in music, dance, oratory, and drama
· Historical vignettes depicting history through performing arts
· Harambe Youth Tent offering African arts & crafts
· Multi-cultural exhibits
· The Main Stage features local and national acts
· The Fine Artists Market showcases African American other artists and art
· Food vendors offer foods representing Southern, Caribbean, and many other ethnic foods, drinks and treats.

To ensure that underserved populations are able to experience the festival we have kept all activities free of charge. The festival is on Centro bus routes.
Juneteenth Festival 2012 Sponsor Package
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